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_ Quem penes Arbitrium oft et jus et. norma loquends.” 
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Cat hi Letter, containing Maitets of ‘great ity, t 


a, oH E indent of. all Nations have ever 
y! Bedn itt a Stara°of Flu€tuation, and’ we 
b fit Chis Complaint’ is conftantly made 
ra bY the fenfible and” judicious in every 
» Age. Though theDiétion ofthe: Romans 
». wWilikely to enichive ‘aston as Time fhall 
¢. fubfift, yer. we! find) !tliat ) Horace in the 
Words of my Motto, °is ‘ awire! of’ the 
Decay of Words and Phrates,. which de.away and. are conftant- 
ly fucceeded by a fudden Birth of new Terms and Modes of 
Phrafedlogy. In feveral other Paflages: of dis ‘Writings there 
are fhort Reflections upon ‘this literary Phishomendn}: in: which 
he always “appears to me to- deliver’ HimfelP with! Sorrbiv ‘and 
Regret. They fall, fays he, like Leavesand-aré replaced -by 
a newProduét; liké young Perfons they flourifh’ for whore 
Time, and then tend to Oblivion... Tlie Comparifon’ is moft 
certainly very juft; and’ as young Men in their’ Bloombahd Vi- 
your are faid to be upon’ Town, it-is the faave! with Words 4 they 
are alfo upon Town tor a Ti ithe, and tI theti totally peri. Ihave 
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often thought that a weekly Bill of Words would not be unen- 
tertaining to Men of Letters, and if there was a proper Regi- 
fter-Office for the Purpofe, where their feveral Births and Bu- 
rials might be recorded with Accuracy and Precifion, I fhould 
imagine it would furnifh no difagreeable Hiftory. A Diftinétion 
might be made between a Kind of Sex in Words, according as 
they are appropriated to Men or Women ; as for Inftance, D—x 
my Blood is of male Extrat¢tion, and Phhaw, Fiddleftick, I take to 
be female. Upon this Plan the weekly Bill might ftand in this 
Form. 


Born this Week + Femal 300 t Buried Leena . 


Females goo Females _990.. 





1200 1390 


Decreafed in the Burial of Words this Week 57. 

Ir, for the Satisfaction of the curious, a Lift fhould be furnifhed 
of the feveral Terms that are born, or that die away, with a 
fhort. Account of the Life and Character of each Phrafe, whe- 
ther it be born of honeft Parents in England or Ireland, what 
Company it kept, whether it was Whig or Tory, Popifh or 
Proteftant, it would in my Opinion be an agreeable Addition 
to this Hiftory of the Rife and Fall of Words. There might 
further be added an Account of fuch Expreffions as might hap- 
pen.to be-naturalized, with the Objections of the learned, who 
fhould think proper to proteft againft fuch a Naturalization 
of Foreigners among the Natives of this Land. Such a Proce- 
dure could not fail to yield Satisfaction to the curious ; and, 
though it would not prevent the Inftability of our Language, 
it would at leaft difplay the.gradual Steps towards Improvement 
or final Deftruction: “For my Part, I have ever looked upon 
the Permanency of our Language to be of greater Confequence 
than.the Stocks, of whatever Denomination, and for that Rea- 
fon, I‘ fhould be glad that fome Means were devifed to hin- 
der the Diction of our Shakefpear and Milton from being ob- 
literated, and to fufpend the Evils, which Mr. Pope threatned 
us with, when he faid . 


4nd fuch as Chaucer is, fhall Dryden be. 


Tue Dictionary, which the Frudition of Mr. Yobn/on is pre- 
paring for the public may in fome Meafure anfwer this End, 
and, in Aid to that Defign I have been, for fome Time paft 
planning a Dictionary of fuch Words, as appeared to me from 
a Concurrence of various Canfes, to be moft likely to be to- 
tally forgot. In order to forward this Undertaking I have an- 
nexed a Specimen of the Work, not as yet reduced into al- 
phabetical Order, but drawn out in fuch a Manner as may ferve 
to convey to Mr. Ranger fome Idea of the intended Work. 
When the Whole is compleated it may ferve as a proper Com- 

panion 
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panion to the Speétator, the Tatler and all the Works of Mo- 
rality, which have been publifhed in this Country, and it may 
be contributing to make our Pofterity have fome faint No- 
tion of what is meant in many Places, when the vifible Ten- 
dency of our Manners to. an entire Change from antient Sim- 
plicity has almoft effaced the Ideas, which the Author in- 


tended to exprefs. 


A Specimen of an Englifh Dictionary. 

Creature, A Term to fhew our Contempt of any Perfon 
whom we diflike, chiefly ufed by the Ladies. 

ImperRTINENT, A Term of Derifion applied by the Ladies 
to every Man who fpeaks Senfe to them. 

Tuino, Very often ufed to imply our Diflike, but chiefly 
ufed to fignify our higheft Approbation. Thus it is faid of 
a fine Lady, ‘* She’s the very Thing,” or of a young Fellow, * O 
Ma’am he’s the very Thing ;” and fometimes with Limitation, as 
** yes, very well, but not the Thing.” 

Parrior, A Man who fpeaks againft the Court till -he gets. 
a Place or Penfion. 

Honest, This Term is derived from the Latin Word Ho- 
nefium, which among the Romans implyed every Thing that is 
honourable in a Chara¢ter. From thence Pope was induced to 
fay . : 
: An boneft Man’s the nobleft Work of Ged. 


This is the original Meaning of the Word ; in its confequential 
Senfe it is ftrangely altered. Hone# now fignifies Gaming, 


Drinking, and Debauchery of every Sort; it being common to 
fay of a Man who is addicted to all thefe fathionable Vices, 
that he’s an ** Hone? Fellow.” 

Goop-Nature, anold Englijh Word ufed by our Anceftors 
it is plain that it carried with it fome Aljufion to the Cuftoms 
and Manners of thofe Times, but the Ufage of the Word being 
now quite altered, there is no tracing it to its Source. 

Cuocotate, The primitive Intent of this Word was, a Sort 
of Refrefhment which was taken by the Gentlemen and Ladies for 
Breakfaft. In its metaphorical Senfe it fignifies Wit, Humour, 
and Pleafantry, and he who can entertain his Friends with all thefe 
brilliant Qualities, 1s faid to give Chocolete. ‘The Etymology of 
this figurative Expreffion is derived from Mr. Foote, almof 
the only Writer of his Time. This Gentleman having prepared a 
rich mental Repaft, was obliged, to evade the Cenfure cf Ju- 
{ticest to invite his Friends to drink Chocolate with him in the 
Morning at the Theatre in the Hay-market, after which he 
prefented feveral humourous dramatic Pieces, fince which, to 
give Chocolate is become a Metaphorical Term for every Uhing 
that is lively and ingenious. 

RriiGion, 
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Reticion, an old Englifh Word for the Worfhip of a fu- 
preme Being, and the PraCtice of focial Duties to our Neigh- 
beurs ; probably a Cuftom known to the antient Druids. 

Very, a Particle ufed by polite People for Concifénefs ; 
Thus if you afk, is not fuch a Book wel written? a modern 
fine Gentleman anfwers, Very. 

Humsuc, A Lye. | 

Worth, originally it meant laudable Qualities of the Mind ; 
at prefent folely confined to a Man’s Fortune. Thus a Scoun- 
drel of fifty Thoufand is a Man of Worth, and an honeft Man 
in Indigence is worth nothing. 

Party, formerly fignified Divifions in the State, at prefent 
it means a Jaunt to Vauxhall, Bedlam, Church, or any Place of 
Diverfion. | 

Tracepy, a Name by which Shake/pear, Otway, and fome 
others entitled their dramatic Writings; the Moderns retain 
the Word, but have totally loft the originat Senfe of it. 

Comepy, probably a Piece in which our rude Anceftors re- 
prefented the Follies and Characters of the Age; nothing of 
this Sort is at prefent known amoneft us. 

Damnep, when Priettcraft prevailed in this Country, the 
People were frightned with ftrange Ideas of Hell or a Place of 
Torture where the departed Spirits of bad Men were fuppofed 
to be confined. At prefent it fignifies the higheft Praife we 
can confer. Thus we fay ‘* 4 damned fine Woman; a damned 
** charming Creature ; @ damned fine Fellow, &c.” 

Marriace, alludes to a Cuftom among our Anceftors of 
folemnly binding a Man and Woman to live together for Life ; 

* Tt remained among us till lately, but was entirely abolifhed by 
a Marriage-Aéct in the Year 1753. 

Drum, an Inftrument of warlike Mufic ufed at the March 
of an Army, or in Time of Battle to animate the Soldiery : 
Hence ftiled by Shgke/pear the Spirit-fiirring Drum. I(t has not 
been ufed to any Purpofe by the Engl fince the Days of 
the Duke of Marlborough, In its metaphorical Senfe it means 
a Party of Cards, (Vide Rout.) 

Frrenpsuip, an old Lnglifh Word ufed by our Anceftors 
to fignify the complex Idea of Affection and Ffteem between 
two or more Perions, founded upon a virtuous Sympathy of 
Tempers, and congenial Habits of Virtue (for the Meaning of 
the Word Virtue, See in its refpeéiive Place.) This Cuftom 
was totally banifhed from among us in the Reign of King 
Charles Il. and few or no Traces of it have been difcovered 
ever fince. | 

Gop. The antient Druids, it is probable from all Hiftorians . 
imagined that a fuperior Being fuper-intended the Direction of 

the 
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the Univerfe, and the Term God, it is not unlikely, originally 
fignified this fuperior.Being. But fince. it has been happily 
found out that every Thing was made* by Chance, or that 
Nature (Vide Nature in its proper Place) produced every Thing 
we behold, and fince the ‘Properties of Matter have been fuffi- 
ciently detected by Lord Bolingbroke and others, the Term God 
is totally exploded, as merely expreflive of fome Chimera, 
which has no Exiftence. 2 
Tucker, A Bit of Linnen, Cambrick or Muflin, which the 
Ladies ufe to fhew as much as poflible of their Necks. 
Mopesty, Alludes to fome Cuftom among the antient Briti/h 


Ladies. 
EarTHQUAKE, a Party at Cards. Vide Rout, Drum, or Hurri- 


cane. 
Fasuion, A polite Term of Excufe for all the Vices that 


can be thought of. 
Nature, Nothing at all; it is often called Plafic Nature, 


univerfal Nature, 8c, but the Idea is always the fame.] 

Rout, formerly fignified the Defeat of an Army, and when 
the Soldiers were all put to flight or to the Sword, they were 
faid to be routed. The Ladies in order to preferve fome Idea 
of Crefi, Poitiers, Blenheim, &c, have agreed to call their Affem- 
blies by the Name of Routs. This it is thought they do 
with more Propriety, as frequently at thefe Meetings whole 
Families are entirely routed out of Houfe and Home. 

Sout. It was formerly believed that. in each humah Créa- 
ture there exifted fomething incorruptible, which was not to 
perith with the Diffolution of our Bodies, but to be removed 
to fome other Part of the Univerfe, and there to enjoy the 
Reward due to Virtue, or fuffer condign Punifhment for all 
Tranfgreffions, while in this State of Probation, But the hap- 
py Difcovery of the Properties of Matter has alfo banifhed this 
abfurd Doétrine, which ferves now to. embellifh the Fictions 


cf Poets. 3 . | ee ee oa | 
Immense, an Epithet of Praife, thus we fay ** an immenfe 


fine Woman 8c, (vide Damned). | 

Virtue, The antient Druids made it a Rule to keep all 
their Paffions in due Government, by which Means they were 
never known to prejudice their Neighbours, or hurt their own 
Conftitutions by Intemperance, and this Practice, it is proba- 
ble, was fignified by the Word Virtae. It is ufed by Shake/- 
pear, Spencer, Milton, Pope, and other Poets, as a pretty Orna- 
ment for their romantic Performances. (vide Friendfbip.) 
Pity, This is alfo an old Enxglif Word, the Meaning of which 
cannot be traced; it isnowa Word of Courfe when we do not 


care aFarthing for a Friend in Affliction. 
Yours, Ec. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


“Fune 29, 

INCE our laft arrived a Mail from Hamp/ftead, which brings Ad- 

vice, that all Heart-burnings at the Aflembly-Room have now totally 
fubfided, Which is entirely imputed to the fuccefsful Negotiations of 
Mr. Beard, lately promoted to the Place of Mafter of the Ceremonies, 
in which Office he acquits himfelf with the greateft Politenefs and Cir- 
cumffection, infomuch, that no Miftakes are now committed to the An- 
noyance.and extreme Uneafinefs of the Ladies about Precedence. It is 
further added, that Mrs. Au/broom and Mrs. Dunghill, between whom 
there was avery warm Conteft laft Summer, as per our Paper of June 
30, 1753, have now adjufted their Differences, and have agreed, that, 
as‘it-cannot .fairly be proved which of their Hufbands is the richeft, Mifs 
Mujfhroom or Mifs Dunghill fhall be taken out to dance, as it fhall be moft 
convenient to. the Mafter of the Ceremonies, who, it is not doubted, 
if the Ladies continued in the fame Temper, will be very happy in his 
Adminiftration. iis 


‘Chicken-houfe, Fune 2 5. : 


‘There'was a Meéting of feveral Wifeacres at this Place a few Days 
fince, when they took the prefent State of Affairs into Confideration. 
Many deep Speeches were made upon the Occafion, and many deep 
Bowls were alfo exhaufted, ahd ‘it is faid they were all moft excellent 
Company, nothing having happened to interrupt their mutual Harmony, 
each Perfon having:-{moked five Pipes to his Share, in which cafe Con- 
verfation could not be very brifk or pert. _ 


Vauxhall, 29 Funes 


‘Notwithftanding the inviting Softnefs of the Seafon, and the Elegance 

f, thefe Gardens, ‘we-are ‘apprehenfive here, that on “Fuefday next this 

lace will be thinned of the better Part of its Company, Mr. Cibber be- 
ing’on' the faid Day to‘perform the’Part of theBu/y Body at’ the Theatre 
Royal’ in Drury-Lane. A good Comedy at this time of the Year muft 
Kertainly make an agteeable variety in our Diverfions, the more efpecialky 
as Marplot isa Character, which this Actor was always thought to per- 
form’ with great Comic Humour. io aeeeary Gaeet , 


molt * ADWERTASEMENT. 


There. is a Perfon juft arrived from. Paris, who has brought over a‘new 
fafhioned Drefs for the Ladies, or rather tdre/s, as it ferves to fhew more 
of their nakednefs than has hitherto been. attempted by the beft Réfnefs 
on the reigning Mode. It will be very convenient for. the Summer feafon ; 
Ladies are defired to fend Dire@tions to the Paphian-Queen in_Pallmall at 
any Hour in the Forenoon, and due Attendance will bé given. | 


-’ 
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